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Welcome Summer!

In late June LCHIP welcomed our 21 st round of grant proposals, the first submitted

through our online grant portal. We are pleased, and relieved, that the process went

smoothly. In the end, 38 non-profit organizations, 14 towns and 2 cities submitted 54

proposals, requesting nearly $7.5 million in grant funding. Over the summer LCHIP

staff and reviewers will read all proposals in preparation for site visits to 50 different

project sites early this fall. As in recent years, we will announce the 2022 grant

awards in November. 

Best,

Paula Bellemore

Executive Director
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Nashua, Sacred Heart School

Girdled in scaffolding and teaming with construction workers

representing all trades, Nashua’s former Sacred Heart School

is undergoing its biggest change in over a century: The

building is undergoing a comprehensive rehabilitation, so that

the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter can better serve people

in need across the city. The LCHIP project is focused on the

roof – an impressive landscape of peaks and dormers covered

in slate and adorned with cupolas and parapets – that has been

exposed to the weather for over a century and is in need of

significant work. While this project has been in the works for

years, it is now under way and is expected to proceed quickly,

thus helping to ensure that the building will be protected from

the weather for years to come.

Photo: Shelburne Riverlands, Photo Credit: LCHIP staff.
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Standing in front of the Gorham Town Hall, mountains rise on

all sides. As recently as a decade ago, only the highest peaks

here were protected forever. Now, thanks to years of hard

work and perseverance by local community members and

groups like the Forest Society, The Conservation Fund, the

Trust for Public Land, and the Mahoosuc Land Trust, much of

what you can see is conserved.

Here, as elsewhere in New Hampshire, people use the land in

many ways: hiking, hunting, biking, snowmobiling, and four-

wheeling, for example. In addition, many residents rely on the

land for their livelihood, whether through forestry,

agriculture, or the growing outdoor recreation industry. Balancing the needs of these different types of users can be

challenging, and cooperation is the key to success.

LCHIP has helped organizations and communities conserve more than 190,0000 acres north of Franconia Notch, most

recently including: 

Gorham Community Forest  – Permanently protected 6000 acres including the town’s drinking water supply land,

expanded working forestland to increase revenue from sustainable timber harvests, and secured public access to an

expansive trail system for recreational use.

Milan Community Forest  – Established an 1800-acre community forest open to hiking, hunting, and fishing and

containing important wildlife habitat along the Androscoggin River.

Shelburne Riverlands – Conserved 880 acres, including 30 islands and 9 mainland parcels along a 9-mile stretch of

Androscoggin River beloved by paddlers and anglers, preserving a quiet section of river popular with residents and

visitors for hunting, fishing, and recreation.

Mahoosuc Highlands –Coming Soon! 3750 acres of magnificent landscape stretching across the beautiful Mahoosuc

Mountain range and helping connect the White Mountain National Forest with Grafton Notch in Maine (anticipated

completion 2023).

Photo: Shelburne Riverlands, Photo Credit: LCHIP staff.

The NH Conservation License Plate (Moose Plate) Program  supports the protection of critical resources in our state. You

can purchase a Moose Plate at any time - even for a friend! Find out more at mooseplate.com. Income from the

Moose Plate Program pays for much of LCHIP's administrative expenses. Thanks Moose Plate holders for your support!
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Header photo:  Sugar Hill Lupine Fields. Photo Credit Jack Bellemore.
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