APPLICANT INFORMATION ON ECOLOGICALLY SIGNIFICANT LANDS 
 The LCHIP Natural Resource priorities include the following:  

Ecologically significant lands, as determined by the NH Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI), or NH Fish and Game Department’s Habitat, Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Programs (NHFG), or the NH Living Legacy Project. 

This overview is provided to applicants to help clarify what types of lands will be considered by LCHIP as ecologically significant lands.  

The LCHIP Criteria, Guidelines and Procedures Manual defines Ecologically Significant Lands as areas of land and/or water that contribute to sustaining certain species, natural communities, physical elements or ecological processes that are necessary to maintain native biodiversity; that serve as benchmarks to assess the impacts of human activity; or that contribute to the functioning of adjacent ecological reserves. 

Based on this definition, the types of areas that qualify as ecologically significant lands and are eligible for Round 4 funding consideration by LCHIP include the following:   

1. Rare or Exemplary Natural Communities 
a. areas identified in the NHI database, check the NHI website or GRANIT data layers for general locations
b. areas not in NHI database but the applicant provides specific information indicating a high potential for occurrence
 

2. Rare Plant Species Locations 
a. A known location in the NHI database for a plant species with ranking S1-S3 or G1-G3, check the NHI website or GRANIT data layers for general locations
b. Species location is not in the NHI database but the applicant provides specific information documenting the presence of a rare plan
 

3. Rare Wildlife Species Locations 
a. A known location in the NHI database for an animal species with ranking S1-S3 or G1-G3, check the NHI website or GRANIT data layers for general locations
b. Habitat for rare wildlife species based on the guidelines in NHFG’s “Identifying and Protecting NH’s Significant Wildlife Habitat” or other well documented guidelines for mapping species specific habitat.
c. Species location is not in the NHI database but the applicant provides specific information indicating high potential for the occurrence of a rare animal species
 

4. Properties that have any of the following critical wildlife habitats 
a. Dry Upland Sites, including pitch pine barrens, dry shrublands, and Merrimack River sand plains/pitch pine
b. Caves or mines known to shelter colonies of bats in the winter
c. Cliffs known to support nesting raptors
d. Mature and overmature spruce-fir forests including high elevation spruce-fir stands
e. Wetlands and wetland complexes of at least 25 acres, including sedge meadows; scrub-shrub swamps; deep emergent marshes; northern bogs and boggy lakes/streams
f. Undeveloped lake shore, floodplain forests and riparian areas 
g. Extensive grasslands of at least 25 acres
h. Salt marshes, estuaries and sand dune
 

5. Exemplary Aquatic Communities 
a. These include high quality examples of lakes, ponds, marine waters and stream reaches
b. Aquatic classification systems are currently being developed; information may be available through the Water Division at the Department of Environmental Services
 

6. Uncommon or Rare Geologic Formations 
a. These sites capture the least common bedrock and surficial geology (occurring on less than 10% of the landscape) and other uncommon geologic features
b. Data available from GRANIT and state geologists
 

7. Ecological Linkages 
a. Areas contiguous with protected ecologically significant lands
b. Areas that contribute to or establish a corridor between ecologically significant lands
Applicants can find information on the above through the following sources: 

1. Applicants can get approximate locations of known NHI sites (rare species and exemplary natural communities) at any time by requesting that NHI release to them a GIS layer maintained at GRANIT. For site specific locations, NH NHI will query the database for all projects at a single time after all applications are received. 
2. GRANIT, the state geographic information system (GIS), housed at the University of New Hampshire. GRANIT data layers and other useful information is available through their website.
3. NHFG has available lists of endangered and threatened wildlife species, as well as species of concern, along with information on habitat associations. This information is most readily available in the manual, “Identifying and Protecting NH’s Significant Wildlife Habitat”.
4. The NH Living Legacy Project is just beginning to develop maps of New Hampshire’s “Important Areas”. These maps will be made available as they are produced, reviewed and approved over the next five years. 
