Alterations, Additions, & Architects

 Any alterations or additions to historic structures should be planned and built in conformance with The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.  A booklet describing the standards, with do/don’t guidelines, can be purchased from the United States Government Printing Office (USGPO) or its regional bookstore in Boston; it may also be sold at the Museum of New Hampshire History’s museum store in Concord (call the store at 603‑226‑3189 for information about sales of this and other historic preservation publications).  

The Division of Historical Resources has available a variety of publications and fact sheets on historic preservation topics, including historic building technology, care and repair of old buildings, lead abatement and lead hazard reduction, and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  DHR publications and resource materials are also available in alternate formats on request.  Contact the DHR at 603-271-3558 or Voice/TTY Relay Access 1-800-735-2964, or by FAX at 603‑271‑3433.  

One of the first parts of a preservation project should be a historic structure report, which analyzes the physical evolution, condition, and potential of a historic building as documented by historical and architectural and technological evidence.  Unfortunately, project sponsors all too often are so eager to get into the design phase that they neglect the basic research, which should be the foundation of the entire undertaking.  Historic structure reports are also key elements in responsible financial planning for preservation work (especially multi-phase efforts); and, because they identify and prioritize work items and estimated costs, they provide a basis for cash-flow and fund-raising planning as well.  A format suggested by the National Park Service is on the reverse.

Sometimes a historic structure report is treated as the first work item in an architectural contract that includes the entire project from initial idea through construction; but it may be prudent to begin by contracting with a historical architect for only the historic structure report and some conceptual recommendations, which would then become the basis for the planning process.  That also provides a way to develop a good working relationship with the architect, or to discover that the sponsors could work better with a different architect‑‑before making a major multi-year commitment to an architect or to a particular design.

There are increasing numbers of historical architects and building conservators who have experience in sympathetic restoration and rehabilitation of historic buildings; the DHR keeps a file listing architects and building conservation consultants with special historic preservation interest and expertise.  Consultants’ costs, workloads, and other factors vary considerably, so the DHR recommends that potential clients contact three or more qualified firms with a description of the proposed project, in order to request from each firm a proposal that includes a statement of services, recommended scope of work, time periods for services to be provided, fee schedules, etc.  Each proposal should be carefully reviewed, references checked, and the leading candidates interviewed, in order to select the consultant whose proposal (and perspective) is best suited to the project goals, schedule, budget, and work program.

Although the Division of Historical Resources has no funds for financial assistance, it may be possible for the DHR to provide technical assistance (subject to staff workloads and other commitments) to review conceptual and preliminary plans for municipal and non-profit preservation projects.  Such a review would determine whether the proposed work meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, or what would be needed to meet the standards; the DHR can also recommend less costly and damaging alternatives for work that would not otherwise comply with the standards.

HISTORIC STRUCTURE AND HISTORIC LANDSCAPE REPORT FORMAT
The following is the recommended format for a Historic Structures Report or Historic Landscape Report:
Table of Contents.
 

Foreword or Introduction.
•             Purpose of the Report

•             Preservation Objectives (proposed preservation treatment)

 

History of the Property.
•             Significance of the property's structure or landscape and setting (historic events, persons associated, ownership history, etc.)

•             The appearance, occupation, and use of the property and its setting from original construction to the present time (including a chronology)

•             Historical documentation (letters, builder records, photographs, etc.)

 

Architectural Description and Assessment.
•            A description and record of the existing condition (narrative and illustrations)

•            Identification of the important structural or landscape features and distinctive qualities of the property

•            An evaluation of the impact of the proposed use of the property

•            Identification and analysis of the significant factors affecting the preservation of the property

•            Recommended steps for preservation treatment, the basis for such recommendations, and, where applicable, preliminary design drawings

•           Steps to minimize the potential impact of the proposed work on the property's historic character

 

Supplemental Material (when appropriate).
 •             Estimates of the cost to carry out the recommendations

 •             Recommendations for further study

 •             Materials analysis (e.g., paint)

 •             Bibliography

 

